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1. In troduction  

In  accordance with  the Decision  1622/2006/EC of the European Par liament  and the 

Council of 24 October  2006 establish ing a  Community act ion  for  the European Capita l of 

Culture event  for  the years 2007 to 2019 (hereinafter  refer red to as “the Decision”), a  

compet it ion  has been  organised to nominate a  Dutch  city to the European Capita l of 

Culture (ECOC) t it le for  the year  2018. The Council of the European Union has a lready 

nominated Valet ta  in  Malta  as the companion ECOC for  2018. 

The managing author ity of the ECOC compet it ion  in  the Nether lands is the Dutch 

Minist ry of Educat ion , Culture a nd Science. The procedure for  implement ing this 

Decision  in  the Nether lands was set  out  in  the document  “Rules of Procedure – 

Compet it ion  for  the 2018 European Capita l of Culture t it le in  the Nether lands” signed 

by the Sta te-Secretary for  Educa t ion, Cultur e and Science in September  2012 

(hereinafter  refer red to as “the Rules”). The Minist ry has assigned DutchCulture, centre 

for  internat ional coopera t ion  (then SICA Dutch  Centre for  In terna t ional Cultural 

Act ivit ies) with  the organisa t ion of the meet ings of t he Select ion  Panel. 

In  accordance with  the Decision  and the Rules, the Dutch  Minist ry of Educa t ion, Culture 

and Science is responsible for  the organisa t ion  of the ECOC compet it ion  including the 

nominat ion of na t ional exper ts for  the Select ion  Panel, organisat ion  of pre-select ion  and 

fina l select ion meet ings and coordina t ion of visit s of the representa t ives of the Select ion 

Panel to the pre-selected cit ies. 

In  accordance with  Ar t icle 6 of the Decision, the Select ion  Panel was appoin ted by the 

Dutch  Sta te Secretary for  Culture on  25 September  2012. It  was composed of 7 

independent  exper ts nominated by the European inst itut ions (2 by the European 

Par liament , 2 by the Council of the European Union, 2 by the European Commission  and 

1 by the Commit tee of the Regions) and 6 independent  exper t s nominated by the Dutch 

Sta te Secretary for  Culture. The Panel elected Manfred Gaulhofer  as the Chair  and 

Nynke Stellingsma as the Vice-Chair . All members of the Select ion  Panel have signed 

declarat ions of non -conflict  of in terest  concerning their  eva luat ion  of the applica t ions 

made by the candida te cit ies. 

On 31 December  2012 the mandates of Erna  Hennicot -Schoepges and Constant in Chir iac 

(both  members who par t icipated in  the pre-select ion  stage) expired, and Anu Kivilo and 

Norber t  Riedl were nominated by the Council of the European Union to replace them. 

 

2. P re -se lec tion  

Five Dutch  cit ies responded to the ca ll of applica t ions published in  December  2011 by 

the Minist ry for  the t it le of European Capital of Culture 2018 in  the Nether lands by 

submit t ing an applicat ion  by the deadline: 
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Th e  Hagu e , Ein dh oven , Le e uw arden , Maastrich t an d Utre ch t . 

Under  Ar t icle 7 of the Decision , which  dea ls with  the pre-select ion stage, the Panel 

assessed these applicat ions aga inst  the cr iter ia  stated in  Art icle 4 of the Decision. The 

pre-select ion meet ing took place in  Amsterdam on 29 and 30 November  2012, and the 

Panel recommended to short -list ing the following three cit ies for  the fina l select ion 

phase: 

Ein dh ove n , Le e uw arde n  an d Maastrich t . 

Following the pre-select ion  meet ing, the Panel submit ted a  repor t  to the Dutch  Minist ry 

of Educat ion , Culture and Science and the European Commission with recommendat ions 

concerning the applicat ions made by the shor t -listed cit ies. 

(h t tp://ec.europa.eu/culture/our -programmes-and-act ions/capita ls/compet ing-

cit ies_en.htm) 

 

3. Fin al se lec tion  

All three cit ies submit ted their  completed applica t ions for  the t it le of European Capita l 

of Culture 2018 by the fina l closing da te on  12 J u ly 2013. 

A delega t ion  of four  Panel members visit ed the three shor t -listed cit ies in  prepara t ion  of 

the fina l select ion  meet ing: Leeuwarden (2 September  2013), Eindhoven (3 September  

2013) and Maast r ich t  (4 September  2013). 

The delega t ion  consisted of the following members of the Select ion  Panel: Mrs Nynke 

Stellingsma, Mr  Dingeman Kuilman (replaced by Mrs J anneke van  der  Wijk in  

Maastr ich t), Sir  J eremy Isaacs and Mr  J ordi Pardo. The delega t ion  was accompanied by 

a  representat ive of the European Commission  (Mr  Sylva in  Pasqua), a  representat ive of 

the Minist ry of Educat ion , Culture and Science (Mr  Henk Heikamp) and two 

representat ives of DutchCulture (Ms Chr ist ine van  Blit t erswijk and Ms Sophie 

Logothet is). 

The fina l select ion  meet ing took place in  Amsterdam on 5 September  and 6 September  

2013. All 13 Panel members par t icipa ted in  the meet ing. Representa t ives of the 

European Commission  (Mr  Karel Bar tak, Head of the Crea t ive Europe Programme - 

Culture Unit  and Mr  Sylva in  Pasqua , manager  of the European Capita l of Culture 

act ion) and the Dutch  Minist ry of Educat ion, Culture and Science (Mr  Henk Heikamp) 

were present  as observers. DutchCulture was present  for  the organisa t ion  of the 

meet ing. 

Before the meet ings with  the candida te cit ies, the five delega tes who par t icipa ted in  the 

visit s to the cit ies extensively repor ted back to the other  Panel members about  their  

findings and exper ience made on locat ion. 

http://ec.europa.eu/culture/our-programmes-and-actions/capitals/competing-cities_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/our-programmes-and-actions/capitals/competing-cities_en.htm
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Then, Eindhoven, Leeuwarden (on  5th  September) and Maastr ich t  (on  6th  September) 

presented their  completed bids to the Panel. All three cit ies were represented by local 

au thor it ies at  the level of Mayor , accompanied by each  of the a r t ist ic t eams as well as 

representat ives of cu ltura l inst itu t ions and the business sector , ar t ist s and young people.   

The fina l select ion  meet ing consisted of a  30-minutes presenta t ion  by the 

representat ives of each pre-selected city, followed by a  90-minutes quest ion  and answer  

session  which  focused on  a ll aspects of the proposa ls . (This schedule differed from the 

in it ia l 60 minutes for  the quest ions and answers session as sta ted in  the Rules. The 

Panel requested to extend th is to 90 minutes and a ll three pre -selected cit ies approved). 

In  it s in terna l debate tha t  followed the presenta t ions, the Panel car r ied out  an  in -depth 

assessment  of the informat ion provided by the candida te cit ies in  their  bidbooks , the 

feedback on  the visit s, their  ora l presentat ions and answers provided to the expert s’ 

quest ions dur ing the hear ings. It  was clear  to the Panel tha t  considerable effor t  had been 

made by a ll three cit ies to update their  applicat ions and to take account  of the 

recommendat ions put  forward by the Panel in the pre-select ion report . To eva lua te the 

bids, the Panel: 

 thoroughly eva lua ted the extent  to which  the candidate cit ies met  the object ives of 

the European Capita l of Culture in it ia t ive, as set  out  in  Ar t icle 3 of  the Decision, 

and the cr it er ia  defined in Ar t icle 4 of the Decision , namely “the European 

Dimension” and the “City and Cit izens” dimension; 

 assessed the quality of the responses provided  by the cit ies to the quest ions included 

in  the applica t ion  form; 

 considered the overa ll capacity of the cit ies to ensure the implementa t ion  of the 

event , notably the governance, the budget , the suppor t  of loca l and regional 

au thor it ies and the business sector . 

Following the final select ion  meet ing (a t  4.30 p.m. on  6 September  2013), a  press 

conference was held at  Felix Mer it is in  Amsterdam to announce the result  of the 

select ion  process. At  t he press conference, the Dutch  Minister  for  Educat ion , Culture and 

Science, Mrs J et  Bussemaker , was handed over  the recommendat ion  by the Chair  of the 

Panel, Mr  Manfred Gaulhofer . 

 

4. Th e  Evalu ation  by th e  Se lec tion  P an e l  

The Panel noted tha t  the select ion  of the Dutch  European Capita l of Culture 2018 was a  

difficu lt  choice due to the in tensive and tough compet it ion  between the three excellen t  

candidate cit ies. All three cit ies, while proposing very different  approaches for  the ECOC 

event , provided the Panel with  three very convincing and well prepared bid documents 

tha t  showed evidence of a  thorough planning taking in to account  the mult itude of 

aspects needed to be considered when host ing such  an important  event .  



4 

 

The Panel emphasised tha t  the great  effor ts in vested by a ll three cit ies would be 

beneficial to each  one, whatever  the fina l result  of the compet it ion  would eventua lly be, 

as they would cont r ibute to st rengthening the role of cu lture in  the cit ies’ development  

st rategies and st imula t ing and enr ich ing their  cu ltura l life. The Panel fur ther  noted the 

carefu l work under taken by each  candida te city to t ake in to account  the 

recommendat ions formula ted in  it s pre-select ion  repor t . The texts of the bid documents 

were, of course, fur ther  t ested dur ing the panel's city visits and a t  the Quest ion  and 

Answer sessions.  

The Panel h ighlighted the following character ist ics of Eindhoven’s, Leeuwarden’s and 

Maastr ich t’s bids. 

Ein dh ove n  

Under  the slogan “Imagina t ion  designs Europe” the city of Eindhoven presented itself 

together  with  the four  other  cit ies of BrabantStad and the province of Brabant , 

addressing and developing fur ther  the quest ions ra ised in  the pre -select ing phase. 

Eindhoven’s bid was built  a round three main  themes: 

 We Explore the Future 

 We Connect  People 

 We Make the City 

The Panel understood from the presentat ion  tha t  the city of Eindhoven and its 

sur rounding area  have been  awarded t it les like the one of being the In telligent  

Community of the Year  2011 or  the one of being the most  invent ive city in  the wor ld in 

2013, but  the ECOC bid provided for  the oppor tunity to reinforce the st ill insufficient  

role of ar t  and culture in  the city as well as to fur ther  connect  a r t  and culture with 

crea t ivity, innovat ion, t echnology and science tha t  a re synonymous for  the l ife in  the 

city. The Eindhoven delega t ion  pointed out  the need for  the city to redefine it self as a  

cu ltura l hub, suppor ted by the a r t ists, cit izens and scient ific cent res present  in  the 

region .  

The core of the Eindhoven  approach  is the concept  of “Proeftuinen” (best  to be t ransla ted 

by “exper imenta l gardens”) that  would act  as crea t ive laborator ies - based on  a  “mult iple 

helix” model mixing a ll types of stakeholders including the a r t  community, the business 

sector , science and the cit izens – and would give ample room for  exper imenta t ion  and for  

the genera t ion  of cu ltura l and societa l innovat ion . The Proeftu in  concept  was illust ra ted 

by a  short  presenta t ion on  the Proeftu in  Exper ience Cent re: a  cent ral place to visit  the 

method, process and outcomes of the Proeftu inen . “Proeftu inen” genera ted project s would 

cont r ibute about  a  th ird of the tota l programme, a  significant  propor t ion . Anchor  

project s, developed in  a  more t radit iona l management  approach , would fill the rest  of the 

programme. 

The Panel pra ised the combinat ion  of a r t s, design , t echnology and science as presented 

by Eindhoven. The Panel was a lso very posit ively impressed by the h igh  level of 
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commitment  of the city, knowledge inst itutes and the business sector  to engage with  ar t  

and culture. It  was a lso evident  for  the Panel tha t  the bid was an  excellen t  outcome of 

the huge effor ts and investments made in, and the success exper ienced by, the region 

over  the past  years, and was clear ly rooted in  the city's long-term development  st ra tegy. 

The Panel was a lso impressed with the st rong will of the city to become a showcase of 

how to live in  a  difficu lt  post -indust r ia l t ime using culture to change the city and 

improve living condit ions.   

The Panel noted tha t  the bidbook was very well st ructured and offered a  clear  and well-

prepared plan for  the years leading to 2018 as well as the year  of the t it le, 

demonst rat ing thereby a  la rge potent ial. It  welcomed the idea of pilot  edit ions of large 

anchor  project s from 2014 onward as well as the concept  in ter im presentat ions in  the 

form of biennales.    

While pra ising the Proeftu in  concept  as a  potent ia lly very interest ing exper imenta l 

method with  h igh  crea t ive potent ia l, the Panel felt  tha t  the way it  would produce 

innovat ive result s based on  a  t ru ly innovat ive approach  had not  been  presented 

convincingly enough either  in the bid-book nor  dur ing the hear ing. The Panel’s 

impression  was tha t  the Proeftu inen  would not  be as explora t ive as one could have 

expected, due to the adapta t ion of what  seemed a  linear  innovat ion  proce ss lacking room 

for  fuzziness. It  a lso remained unclear  how the quality and coherence of the project s 

would be directed. The Panel was therefore scept ica l about  the Proeftuin  method’s ability 

to fully deliver  its cla imed potent ia l.  

The "City and Cit izens" dimension  of the Eindhoven bid tha t  was connected to a  la rge 

extent  to the Proeftu in method was not  as convincing as one could have wished either . 

The Panel acknowledged tha t  the programme was la rgely focused on  professional 

innovat ion  especia lly in  design , but  it  felt  a t  the same t ime tha t  it  lacked a  bot tom -up 

approach , deeply rooted in  the city’s popula t ion .  

As for  the European dimension, it  seemed to the Panel it  was underexplored. The link 

between innovat ion  and the European Dimension  was not  made su fficient ly clear  and 

there was no st rong reference in the programme to other  European cit ies or  regions 

facing the same challenges Eindhoven cur rent ly is. The Panel was given  the impression 

tha t  Eindhoven wished to profile itself ra ther  as a  global city th an a  European city. 

Although it  was made clear  what  Europe can  learn  from Eindhoven, presented as a  "test  

city" for  the rest  of the cont inent , the other  way around should have been  h ighlighted 

more. 

As a  whole, the programme outside of the Proeftu inen, a lbeit  of h igh  quality, st ruck the 

Panel as not  being the most  innovat ive the city of Eindhoven could br ing forward as the 

European Capita l of Culture. 

Le e u w arde n  

Leeuwarden’s centra l mot to had been sh ifted from “Mienskip” to “Iepen Mienskip” a t  

fina l select ion  stage, with  “Mienskip” being a  collect ive Fr isian  term for  va lues such  as 
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mutual respect , equality and responsibility in  the community. The Leeuwarden team 

poin ted out  tha t  these a re the va lues tha t  inspire Europeans every day and 

consequent ly, Mienskip had inspired the ent ire bid as a  vehicle of behavioura l change 

and improved coopera t ion  in  the whole of Europe.  

Leeuwarden considered three themat ic domains to be of h ighest  relevance both  to 

Europe as a  whole and to Leeuwarden and Fr isia : 

 Nature and Culture 

 City and Count ryside 

 Community and Diversity 

Leeuwarden’s presentat ion  was suppor ted by a  video fea tur ing young people from 

severa l European count r ies backing their  bid. They a lso showed the willingness of the 

public to (act ively) par t icipa te in  the build-up to 2018. 

The Panel was impressed by the progress made by the city in  fur ther  developing many 

aspects of the in it ia l bid in  line with  the recommendat ions offered in  the pre -select ion 

phase.  

In  par t icu lar , the Panel pra ised the innovat ive and authen t ic way the Leeuwarden bid 

t r ied to address some of the most  pressing issues that  a re both  common to loca l, main ly 

rura l, communit ies a ll over  Europe and European in  their  essence through culture.  The 

focus on  issues such  as the re-eva lua t ion  and re-defin it ion  of the relat ionship between 

city and the count ryside,  the need to fur ther  promote and foster  cu ltura l and 

environmenta l susta inability, and the opening-up of h istor ica lly very cohesive and 

inward-looking communit ies was welcomed by the Panel as bein g an  authent ic and 

desirable object ive.   

The bid a lso directed the Panel's a t t ent ion  to the problem of living with  r ising sea -levels 

in  an  era  of climate change. 

The European Dimension  was well covered by the basic approach  of focusing on  issues 

important  to communit ies and people in  a ll European count r ies and by the addit iona l 

mot to of “cr iss-crossing communit ies”, a  concept  tha t  was well reflected in  a  number  of 

project s presented. Moreover , Leeuwarden convincingly expressed the urge to redefine 

Europe as a  socia l network of diverse communit ies.  

The inspirat ion  of na ture on  mankind t ranspired throughout  the bid and the 

presenta t ion  and  was a  st rong point  of the Leeuwarden bid, especially the connect ion 

with  other  wet lands in Europe and similar  ‘Mienskips’ across the cont inent . The Panel 

a lso appreciated the prominent  posit ion  of the role of  lesser -used and minor ity 

languages in  Europe and the connect ion the programme intends to build with  other  

minor ity cu ltures speaking their  respect ive minor ity langua ges in  other  European 

count r ies.  
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The Panel a lso was impressed by the focus of the holist ic and in telligent  concept  of the 

Leeuwarden bid on  the fu ture, innovat ion  and young people ra ther  by doing than  by 

ta lking about  these issues. Young people a re a t  the  core of the bid, in  the organisa t ion  of 

the event  as well as communicat ion. The programme ta rgets loca l communit ies a ll over  

Europe using innovat ive methods and technologies. It  is concent ra ted on  issues 

important  for  the fu ture of people living in  Europe more than  in  the past  and even the 

present . The Panel was impressed by the scope and ambit ion  set  out  in  the eva lua t ion 

and monitor ing object ives, presented in  a  SMART format . 

The Panel a lso thought  tha t  through the many European and in terna t ional par tner ships 

developed in  the last  few months, the bid had now reached a  cr it ica l mass in  t erms of 

project s and potent ia l audiences. 

The "City and Cit izens" dimension was well caught  not  only by the Mienskip motto, but  

a lso by the evident  en thusiasm throughout  th e project  of engaging with  cit izens. 

Par t icipat ion  and inclusion  are key to the Leeuwarden approach  (including an  

impressive use of volunteers) and inspires all par ts of the project ; the Leeuwarden 

programme shows many plans to connect  the cit izens, in  par t icu lar  young people and 

migrant  communit ies, both  to the ECOC project  and to each  other  with in  the region and 

across borders to the whole of Europe. The Panel noted the specific programmes to 

in tegra te and engage the Polish  workers now in the Leeuwarden community. 

The Panel pointed out  tha t  a  lot  of progress had been made in  the st ructur ing of the 

organisa t ion  of Leeuwarden 2018 since pre-select ion stage, evidencing the team's 

commitment  and openness to learn  from the outer  world . However , more work was 

needed to set  up a  st rong delivery foundat ion  for  the implementa t ion  of a  programme of 

the sca le of a  European Capita l of Culture. The Panel a lso noted tha t  the per ipheral 

loca t ion  of Leeuwarden (both  geographica l and cultura l) would prove to be a  cha llenge to 

making the programme a  success throughout  Europe. 

Maastrich t 

Maastr ich t’s mission  was “Europe Revisited”, wr it ing the “lost  chapter” on  culture in  the 

1992 EU Trea ty of Maast r ich t . Maast r ich t  applied for  the t it le with the support  of the 

ent ire Euregion  Meuse-Rhine which  covers 10.500 km² in  three count r ies with  three 

different  languages, three different  polit ica l and administ ra t ive systems), and compr ises 

a  popula t ion  of 3,9 million  inhabitants. The bid was suppor ted by the join t  sta tement  

signed by the 13 authorit ies represent ing the Euregion ,  

The bid a imed a t  building on  the t ight  cu ltural and h istor ica l rela t ions between the cit ies 

of the cross-border  area to make th is region become one hear t  in  Europe, where ordinary 

cit izens would enjoy "Europe" in  their  da ily lives. The ECOC t it le would be the living 

proof of this ambit ion .  

The following four  programme lines were used as themes of “Europe Revisited”: 

 Speaking in  Tongues 
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 Remember ing the Future 

 Mirror ing Europe 

 Living Europe. 

In  order  to prepare the ground for  the programme based on  these four  themes in  the 

years before the event , Maastr ich t  in t roduced the concept  of a  “European Spr ing 

J ourney” in  the second bid book. This should act  as a  centra l hub for  the programme and 

a t  the same t ime help set t in g sails “to conquer  Europe in  a  fresh  new way”.  It  was a lso 

made clear  in  the second bid book tha t  the programme should rather  be read as a  

method than as a  collect ion  of single act ivit ies. 

The Panel was impressed by the specia l impor tance tha t  was la id b y Maastr ich t  on 

“Généra t ion  Maast r icht”, young people born  in 1992 and who would be the symbol and 

the face of Maast r icht  2018. Généra t ion Maast r ich t  was a lso reflected in  the team 

present ing the bid to the Panel and youth  unemployment  was one of the foca l  issues 

ra ised by the Maast r icht  bid. 

The European Dimension  was best  reflected by Maast r ich t ’s coopera t ion  with in the 

Euregion . The Panel applauded the ambit ion , the willingness and the st rong 

commitment  of the ent ire cross-border  region  and of its cit ies  to work together , collect  

ideas and contr ibute to the budget  of the ECOC event .  

The cross-border  coopera t ion , addressing local as well as European issues with  the 

in tent ion  to add a  cu ltura l dimension  to the Trea ty of Maast r ich t  and the determinat ion 

to give cu lture a  more prominent  place in  European policy was grea t ly welcomed by the 

Panel.  

However  the Panel felt  tha t  the project  as a  whole lacked a  clear , concrete and well -

constructed ar t ist ic vision  about  how culture may help making Europe a  bet ter  place to 

live in , and especia lly in  crea t ing employment  for  the youth . Therefore i t  r emained a lso 

unclear  how the var ious elements of the programme would be shaped to a  common 

European perspect ive.  The idea  tha t  the outcomes of the "European Spr ing J ourney" 

core project  – to be rea lised in  the running-up years – would feed many different  projects 

was felt  as a  way to outsource the a r t ist ic vision . As a  result , the Panel felt  there was a  

mismatch  between the bid's very ambit ious aspirat ions and the many (ra th er  small 

sca le) project s included in  the bid.  

As with  regard to the "City and Cit izens" dimension, the bid h ighlighted ample 

par t icipa t ion , but  most ly rela ted with  a  top-down approach . The concept  of involving 

Générat ion  Maast r icht  both  in  programme development  and the organisat ion  of 

Maastr ich t  2018 showed grea t  potent ia l and the Panel apprecia ted that  the involvement  

of young people was meant  to give the region  a  boost  which  it  - demonst rably - needs.  

However , it  was not  clear  to the Panel what  it s actu a l role in  the organisa t ion  would 

exact ly be nor  a  cont inuing legacy of the Panel in  subsequent  decision  making across the 

region . 
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Although the Maast r ich t  bid is about  living in  Europe, the Panel felt  the bid lacked a  

focus on minor it ies and their  role in  a  diversified Europe. The bid indeed ra ised the 

quest ion  if the par t icipa t ing cit ies and the region  could be taken as a  pars pro toto of 

Europe. 

Although the representa t ives of Maast r icht  2018 were well prepared to expla in  how they 

would manage the complexity of the Maast r ich t  bid in  geographica l, administ rat ive and 

inst itut iona l terms, the Panel was not  fu lly convinced tha t  a ll a r t ist ic and organisat ional 

cha llenges of th is mult idimensional approach  would fina lly suppor t  the quality of the 

programme. 

De cis ion  

All members of the Panel pra ised a ll three cit ies for  their  work to provide compelling 

fina l bids for  the ECOC 2018 compet it ion  and thanked them for  their  effor t s to provide it  

with  extensive informat ion  about  their  projects a t  the select ion  phase, a ls o during the 

visit s. 

Dur ing the fina l delibera t ions of the Panel, the st rengths and weaknesses of the 

applicat ions as viewed by the Panel members were assessed very carefu lly. The 

discussion  focused on  the cr it er ia  la id down in  Ar t icle 4 of the Decision , on  the quality 

and susta inability of the cu ltura l programmes as well as on  the capacity of each  pre -

selected city to deliver  a  successfu l event  in  line with  the h igh  standard requirements 

and visibility of the ECOC t it le.  

Following debate the Panel voted u nanimously tha t  one candida te city best  met  the 

object ives and cr it er ia  of the ECOC event , and tha t  it  provided the best  potent ia l and 

capacity for  the organiza t ion  of an  impact fu l programme. The Panel therefore 

recommends tha t  the following city in  the Nether lands be designated as the European 

Capita l of Culture 2018  

Le e u w arde n . 

In  addit ion to the t ransla t ion of Europe into communit ies of va lues and people and the 

clear ly demonstra ted involvement  of cit izens, the Panel par t icu lar ly apprecia ted 

Leeuwarden’s holist ic bot tom -up approach  and the unity in  the management  of the 

programme. 

The Panel recommended Eindhoven and Maast r ich t  to t ake maximum advantage of the 

work a lready undertaken in  prepara t ion  of and dur ing the compet it ion  by cont inuing the 

cooperat ion  with  the cultura l sector  and consider ing it  as an  impor tant  actor  in  the city’s 

and the region’s development . 
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5. Recom m en dation s  of th e  Se lec tion  P an e l to  th e  n om in ated  c ity  

In  accordance with  Ar t icle 8, Paragraph 4 of the Decision , the Panel makes the following 

recommendat ions to Leeuwarden regarding the progress to be made and the work to be 

car r ied out  in  advance of 2018. These issues will be taken up a t  the informal post  

designat ion  meet ing in  autumn 2014.  Leeuwarden is reminded tha t  the programme in 

the bidbook now forms their  commitment  for  2018. 

 Leeuwarden 2018 is recommended to use the momentum created by it s nominat ion 

to sta r t  focusing its effor t s on  actua lly turn ing Mienskip in to Iepen Mienskip - a  task 

which will t ake years to be successfu lly achieved;  

 Although much progress was made in  the fina l select ion stage, addit iona l work will 

need to be done to fur ther  reinforce the management  st ructure of the organisa t ion  of 

Leeuwarden 2018;  

 Effor t s will have to be made to put  Leeuwarden more on the European map as such 

and as a  region  that  is having very much in  common with  many other  European 

regions when it  comes to shape the fu ture of Europe; 

 The level of h igh  involvement  and par t icipa t ion  should be sca led up from the loca l to 

a  European level; 

 The Panel recommends Leeuwarden 2018 to link up with  Umea 2014 regarding the 

co-crea t ion aspect  of its programme development  in  order  to learn  from Umea’s 

exper ience;    

 Leeuwarden has chosen  to put  a  young genera t ion  a t  front  that  is used to organise 

events and processes in  line with  cur rent  state of informat ion  and communica t ion 

technology and in  which  offline and online rea lity a re fu lly integra ted. The Panel 

recommends Leeuwarden to give the young genera t ion  a lso a  core place in  the 

fur ther  organisat ion  of the ECoC in  order  to stay up to its promises made at  

select ion  stage;  

 The digita l aspect  tha t  is in tended to be a  foca l par t  of each  and every project  should 

become visible and tangible from the sta r t  of actua l project  development ;  

 The budget  should be cla r ified in a  way tha t  answers the few quest ions left  open. 

 

6. Next s teps  tow ards  th e  des ign ation  

In  accordance with  Art icle 8 of the Decision , the present  repor t  has been  submit ted to 

the Commission and to the Dutch  Minist ry of Educa t ion, Culture and Scie nce and sha ll 

be published on the Commission’s website. 
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The Dutch  Minist ry of Educa t ion, Culture and Science will formally nominate one city 

for  the European Capita l of Culture t it le for  2018 in  the Nether lands on  the basis of this 

report  and will not ify t he European Par liament , the Council of the European Union, the 

European Commission  and the Commit tee of the Regions by the end of the year  2013 at  

the la test . The European Par liament  may forward an  opin ion to the European 

Commission  with in three months a ft er  it  r eceives the nominat ion. 

The Council of the European Union, upon a  recommendat ion of the European 

Commission  drawn up based on the opin ion of the European Par liament  and the 

just ifica t ion  based on  the Select ion  Panel’s repor t , will formally designate  the European 

Capita l of Culture 2018 in  the Nether lands. 

 

7. Mon itorin g ph ase  

In  accordance with  Ar t icle 10 of the Decision, the European Capita l of Culture 2018, 

once designated by the EU Council of Ministers, will be submit ted to a  monitor ing phase 

unt il t he beginning of the event .  

The Monitor ing and advisory Panel will be compr ised of the seven members nominated 

by the European inst itu t ions. Leeuwarden sha ll be invited to an  informal post -

designat ion  meet ing in  la te 2014. The fir st  formal monitor ing meet ing will t ake place by 

la te 2015 and the fina l one by spr ing 2017. 

On the basis of the repor t  issued by the Monitor ing and advisory Panel a fter  it s second 

formal monitor ing meet ing, a  Pr ize “in honour  of Melina  Mercouri” sha ll be awarded by 

the Commission provided tha t  the city meets the cr it er ia  of the act ion and has 

implemented the recommendat ions made by the Select ion  and the Monitor ing and 

advisory Panels. The award of the Melina Mercour i Pr ize by the European Commission 

is not  automat ic. 

The Pr ize sha ll be monetary and sha ll be awarded in  pr inciple – if a ll necessary 

condit ions a re met  – t hree months before the sta r t  of the relevant  year , tha t  is, by 

September  2017 for  the 2018 t it le. 

Amsterdam, September  2013. 

Th e  Se le ction  P an e l 

Manfred Gaulhofer , Chair  

Nynke Stellingsma, Vice-Chair  

Chr ist ine de Baan  

Margot  Gerené 

Steve Green  

Sir  J eremy Isaacs  

Anu Kivilo 

Dingeman Kuilman  
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J ordi Pardo 

Norber t  Riedl 

Elisabeth Vitouch  

J anneke van  der  Wijk  

Rutger  Wolfson  

 


